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 “It's not what you have, it's what you don’t have that counts.” The problem is you don’t know 

what you don’t know. That is one of the biggest challenges in life, and in The Westing Game. This superb 

novel by Ellen Raskin stars 16 very diverse individuals who were all enrolled in a deathly game. All 

players are put into pairs and each pair is given several clues to find the answer, but it seems even the 

question is oblivious. Not one pair will waste a second because the person who succeeds will be given the 

inheritance of Mr. Westing. Which by the way, includes a company that has a net worth of $200 million 

dollars. For some players everything is at risk and the game has taken up all of their thought and actions. 

The danger of the game soon becomes a reality when bombs start exploding and belongings start 

disappearing. It seems as if nothing could get worse, when finally the unthinkable happens.  

This book was very different from all the other books I have read. All 16 of the book’s main 

characters are equally developed throughout the storyline. I found that a whole new level of complexity 

was displayed because each character had its own set of opinions, actions and problems. Although this 

added a new depth to my thinking, near the start of the book I was mixing up several of the characters. It 

wasn’t until the middle of the book that I finally started to set each of the character’s stories apart and I 

really got sucked into the plot. Overall the storyline flowed very well and I really enjoyed the ending.  It 

was interesting to observe the characters as they discover what they didn’t know. As in life, it can be 

interesting to discover what you don’t know. I would recommend The Westing Game to anyone who 

loves a modern, authentic mystery.  Although, this “Hidden Jem” was not one of the best books I have 

ever read, it was definitely a fantastic book.  

If you like this book, you might also be interested in… 

• The Maze of Bones  by Rick Riordan  

• The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart  

• Greenglass House by Kate Milford  
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